Cost-benefit evaluation of dental implants.
The growing evidence of the efficacy and effectiveness of dental implants calls for economic evaluations to determine the economic efficiency of this technology for different indications. Such studies must be integrated with the clinical evaluations in order to produce the relevant data. In most cases, dental implants will produce a better outcome than the best alternative technology, but this improvement will only come at greater cost. Cost-benefit evaluations of dental implants must therefore address the difficult task of assessing the value of the improvement in oral health.